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How the Japanese Paper Lantern Became
a Modern Design Staple

A new exhibition traces the chachin, from 11th-century Japan to Isamu Noguchi and IKI

By Gay Gassmann
January 9, 2019
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s iconic design objects go, perhaps none is more simple—and so universally
beloved—as the paper lantern. This month, an inspired and beautiful exhibition at
the Museum of Decorative Arts and Design in Bordeaus, France, will explore the
legacy of the chochin. Beginning January 31, the museun's original |th-century
building will play host to ‘As Movab The Chachin of fapan,”which
explores the history and influences of the traditional Japanese paper lantern
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throughout the centuries. The story of the simple paper lantern i told through
objects, prints, photographs, and Alms, with loans from across the globe,

“The starting point was my personal fascination with these objects,” explains.
Etienne Tornier, the curator responsible for the show, on horw it cume sbout. “The
chachinare objects which articulte material culture from one civilization to 2
elobal history of destgn.
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Indeed, th as early as che
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11th century, and the earliest identified lluscrations hail from the 16¢h century

The Japanese word chachin refers to the traditional lanterns with a frame of split
bamboo covered with paper, which can collapse flat into itsel, and are usually
designed to hang from a hoolk or a pole.

Cho chin have served as creative inspiration to designers since the 19505 when
Japamese- American artist and designer Isamu Noguchi created his firs lights based
on them. He called his collection *Akars,” which means light in Japamese, with

N v the word—light" 2 in both ffeminat
and Noguchi designed b

hand-crafted with bamboo to create the shape and with washi paper from the bark
of the mulbberry tree.

e by b Nogach.

Noguchi expanded on the traditional hanging lantern and innovated with designs
for floor and table amps. These models, in turn, have served as inspiration for

I ights, wich IKE
to Wayair. Given their widespread recognition, telling the story of these simple

paper lanterns has been  long time coming. Atits essence,itis the story of
traditional material in the hands of modern design that made their way into
households around the world
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Thope the public will realize that these objects which surround us are full of
history,” Tornier tells AD PRO. "But before anything," he qualifies, "I would like
for people to be dazzled by these lights'

Curiously enough, at the same time, there are two complementary shows on right
now at the Isamu Noguchi Museum in Long Ieland City, Queens. "Akari: Sevpture
by Other Means” s devoted entirely to the Akari lamps of Noguchi. Concurrently,
the nvitational shov "Akari Ufolded: A Collecsion by Ymer & Malta” features 24
Tamps produced by the dynamic French design studio featuring six designers, all
inspired by Noguchy's Akari. Both shows are on view until May 5. You will never

Took at the simple paper lantern the same again

“As movable 2s Burterflies, The Chochin of Japan” runs January 31 through May 19
at the Museum rts and D




